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Cottage 
Meetings 

Learnings 
 
 

Thank you to the over 75 parishioners who participated in 
St. Matthew’s Cottage meetings this summer! 
 
The Cottage meetings were offered as part of the discernment phase of our long-
range planning process.  We held 12 cottage meetings spread through out the 
months of July, August, and September at varying times to get a chance to talk 
with the congregation I small, manageable groups about the challenges and 
opportunities that we’re facing as a congregation now and to think together about 
ideas of how to respond to these.   
 
So many great conversations took place.  Written notes we re taken during these 
meetings and distributed to our committee.  (If anyone wants to see those, please 
let us know!)  On September 21st (St. Matthew’s actual saint day!), members of 
the long-range planning committee sat down and synthesized the information 
we’d gathered over these past few months and came up with a list of priorities (in 
order) that we gleaned from both our own previous discussion and also by 
listening to the parish. 
 
PHYSICAL SPACE CONCERNS: 

1. Classrooms & meeting space 
• The current space deficiencies of the Sunday School effect more 

than just those in Sunday School 
• This was listed as a top priority. 

2. Bathrooms 



• One bathroom for each gender is not adequate for a church of our 
size 

3. Office Space 
• We heard clearly the desire to expand clergy and staff office space 

4. Sanctuary / Worship Space 
• Some services are over-crowded; some are not.   
• There was an interest looking at re-configuring the space we 

currently have before we consider bumping out walls of the 
sanctuary. (e.g. swapping out chairs for more stable seating) 

 
THEMES / CONCERNS: 

• Accessibility:  There was wide-spread desire that all places at St. 
Matthew’s be as accessible to all as possible. (vis a vis: mobility 
limitations, hearing loss, etc.) 

• Rectory:  Many people mentioned using the rectory for additional 
office/classroom/meeting space. 

• Do this well:  We heard loud and clear that the projects we 
undertake should be done well (not always cheap) 

• Don’t go too big:  People cautioned against going “too big” with 
physical improvements.   

• Current Debt:  St. Matthew’s still carries debt from our last 
capital campaign and its projects.  We will need to address that as 
we move forward. 

 
 
REFLECTIONS: 
It was surprising to me (and to some on our committee) that the need for worship 
space wasn’t a higher priority – but this is why we had cottage meetings – to 
check our assumptions!  Perhaps it’s because only our 10:15 and large special 
services (holidays, baptisms, weddings, funerals) are crowded.  Or perhaps it’s 
because summer has a lighter attendance, so none of us were feeling too cramped 
then.  But, as a committee we are going to keep listening throughout this process 
to make sure we are still on point with the needs and desires of the whole 
congregation.   
 
The population of our long-range planning team may shift over time.  Some 
people may need to step aside when life gets in the way.  We may call some others 
on the committee when we need specific gifts and skills.  This is one of those 
instances where it certainly takes a village! 
 
 
NEXT STEPS: 
Our decision point is to choose an architect to work with: to get an architectural 
plan and a price tag for how much these projects will cost. 
 



In the next few weeks we’ll be contacting architects, giving them a sense of our 
realities here, and asking them to make presentations to us with concrete plans to 
address our space issues.   
 
Then, we’ll come up with a final list of projects for the capital campaign and their 
associated costs.  We’ll then move into a feasibility/study phase to prepare for a 
capital campaign.  
 
All the while listening, meeting, praying, communicating, and then listening and 
praying some more! 
 
 
Please know that your feedback, ideas, and concerns are invited and 
welcome at any time. 
 
In Peace, 
 
Mother Carrie 
 
 
Long-Range Planning Committee Members:   
 
Milt Oatman 
Bill Jones 
Amy Good 
Tom Catera 
Penny Dugas 
Larry Mathews 
Chris Atherton 
Dave Holloway 
Stacey Balduf 
Lois Fleming 
Dave Core 



A MESSAGE FROM THE WARDEN 
 
You know fall has arrived at St. Mathew’s when two events occur:  the annual Rummage Sale and St. 

Matthew’s Day and Breakfast.  To all of you who in some way supported the rummage sale by donating, 
working, purchasing or cleaning up, I say “Thank You!”  Your efforts are truly appreciated and do not go 
unnoticed.  Likewise, thank you to all who worked so hard to make our St. Matthew’s Day breakfast as 
wonderful as usual.  A number of times that morning I overheard people say, “We should do this more often!” 
Doesn’t sound like a bad idea! 

I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who participated in the Cottage Meetings that we 
ran throughout the summer, into September.    It was wonderful to have so many of our members participate and 
share your observations, concerns, and ideas for our long term planning. The discernment team recently met to 
share the feedback that you provided and to assess those findings.  It appeared clear that most of you who 
participated saw a need for more Sunday School space, improved bathroom facilities, increased sanctuary 
space, and more office space; pretty much in that order.  It was also important to most that we improve our 
accessibility for those in wheelchairs in all areas as well.  These represent the highpoints, with other excellent 
suggestions and recommendations as well.   Our next step will be to utilize an architect in order to put your 
ideas and suggestions onto paper so that we can determine exactly what is feasible before going further.  We 
will keep you informed as we move along with this process and see where the Holy Spirit leads us! 
 

Faithfully yours, 
Amy Good, Warden 

****************************************************************************************** 

St. Francis’ Celebration 
     Sunday, October 2nd  
 

B l e s s i n g  B l e s s i n g  o f  t h e  o f  t h e  A n i m a l sA n i m a l s   
4:00 pm 

 
St. Francis of Assisi was known for his love of animals, so in honor of him and out of 
joy for all of the blessings that God’s creatures bring to our lives, we invite you and 
your pets to our Blessing of the Animals.   
 
 

In the backyard of 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
904 Vine St. Liverpool 

 
  

 
 
 
 

  
 



 
                                                            A CALL FOR CHOIR MEMBERS 
 
            Singing with a choir gives you a way to express  
                                                    your emotions, a way to find a sense of accomplishment, 
                                                    and a way to have fun and feel good. 
                                                         The requirements are simple: have a love for music and a   
        desire to serve the Lord in a unique way.  We’ll start by rehearsing on Wednesdays at  
7:00pm and warming up on Sunday mornings at 9:15am before the 10:15 service. You don’t have to be at every 
rehearsal and every service to join. All I ask is that you let me know when you will be away. This way I can 
prepare accordingly for upcoming services. 
     I am very pleased to be returning to St. Matthew’s as organist/choir director where I served 
from 1997 – 2008.  When I left in 2008, I thought that I was retiring from service, having started playing the 
organ when I was in high school. My current employment has brought me back to the Syracuse area, and I am 
feeling called once again to serve.  I look forward to working with former choir members as well as getting to 
know new members.  
     I remember when Milt joined the choir. He told me that he was hesitant to audition, and I told him he had 
just passed the audition in speaking with me! Please don’t hesitate to give choir a try if you are interested, and if 
you decide it’s not for you, that’s okay, too. 
 

         Sue Parsons 
         Music Director 

****************************************************************************************** 
 
 Sunday School is now in full swing.  If you know of any children who 
would like to join us, we would love to have them.  We meet at 9:15am, 
between the two services.  Please fill out a registration form which can be 
found on the table outside of the naïve.  Completed forms can be returned to 
the same place. 
 Many thanks go out to those who are teaching this year. They include 
Judy Carroll, Lee Wakefield, Trista Catera, Jeff Frey, Andrea Corasaniti, Ann 
and Andrew Ionnotta.    Please keep our teachers and children in your prayers, 
that through and with each other, they may grow in faith. 
 In the month of October, there will be Sunday School each week with 
the exception of October 9th, due to the long weekend for Columbus Day. 

 
****************************************************************************************** 

THE HOUSE AT 807 
  
 The House at 807 is a small senior assisted-living community 
housed in a lovely old house on Oswego Street in the village.  Once again, 
during the month of October, we will be serving the noon meal to the 
residents.  This allows the regular staff some well-deserved time off.  We 
will need two volunteers for each Sunday during the month from 
11:00am to 1:00pm.  (The dates are October 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 
30th). Following instructions left each week, we set the table, warm and 
serve the meal which has already been prepared.    During the meal, we sit and enjoy fellowship with the 
residents.  Afterward, we clean up, put away leftovers and start the dishwasher.  Please plan to help out by 
signing up on the bulletin board next to the kitchen.  Questions? See Pat Boylan (454-0451). Volunteering is a 
blessing – be blessed as you serve God.  Thank you. 
 



****************************************************************************************** 
                                                        RUMMAGE SALE - UPDATE 
 
 The BIGGEST thank you possible to all the wonderful parishioners who helped make our sale of 2011 
such a success.  We made a grand total of $858.90. 
 There was a fabulous turnout of helpers Thursday, Friday, and Saturday - even for pick up with special 
thanks to my “packer and hauler” friends.  Next year we hope to make some small changes and improvements, 
but you’ll read about that next summer! 

Lois Fleming 
 
****************************************************************************************** 
 

 LOUISE STARING sends her best to St. Matthew’s and sends her 
heartfelt thanks for all of our prayers and support.  Louise exclaims, 
“the prayers work!” 

 
  

****************************************************************************************** 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
 The leaves are being to fall as the season changes.  It is a time when I look back what I have planted this 
past spring and fall; harvest those last tomatoes in my vegetable garden, and begin to prepare my flower gardens 
for the coming year.  It is a time to look back to see what has worked and how things might be changed to 
improve and perhaps add to those gardens in the coming next year.   
As we reflect back over the past year, I hope you will look back to see how God has worked in the life of our 
parish and in your own life.  I also hope you envision  how  our parish’s mission might grow in the coming 
year.   
 One of the purposes for an annual stewardship campaign is to “help members of a faith community 
explore intentional and proportional giving as a spiritual practice that reflects gratitude and generosity for all 
that has been given.” 
Each of the commissions has been asked to submit three budget requests: a Bare Bones budget, a Wish List 
budget, and  a Pie in the Sky budget for their commission.  Once all of the requests are compiled the finance 
commission presents the three budget requests to the vestry. 
 Then, we'll come to the congregation and ask for a pledge from them for their financial contributions 
for 2012.  It's important for the vestry to know these numbers as best we can ahead of time, so that we can plan 
how much to spend.  While it's nice to get "surprise gifts" here and there, it's important for us, as good stewards 
of the church's resources, to be able to plan as accurately as possible.   
 A pledge letter will be going out at the end of October asking for your pledge of financial support.  
You can turn that in at any time, but we do ask for it on or before November 13th, so that we can start tweaking 
our 2012 budget to match our financial realities.  We'll have a special time for collecting pledges on Sunday, 
November 13th, but you can turn it in early if you'd like.   
 As you reflect back on the past year and look toward the new year, we ask that you give from your 
gratitude to supporting St Matthew’s ministry and outreach goals being mindful that we are not giving until it 
hurts, but we are giving until it feels good.  

Respectfully, 
Penny Dugas 

 
****************************************************************************************** 

 



 
Please join us for our Next Community Eucharist: 

A Healing ServiceA Healing Service  

“A cure isn’t always possible; but 

healing is always possible.” 
 

Wednesday, October 12th 7:00pm 

 

Join us for an evening of prayer and Communion 
as we pray for healing in our lives and in the world. 

Holy Communion and Anointing with Holy Oil  
                                        will be offered. 

                         Please stay for the reception following the service. 
 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

 
HARVEST DINNER 

 
 A Harvest Dinner has been planned for Saturday, October 15, 2011 at 
6:00pm.  The dinner will consist of turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
cranberries, corn, squash, rolls & butter, Dutch apple pie, tea, and coffee.  
Tickets will be sold to determine the number of dinners to prepare.  Cost will be 
$10.00 for adults and $5 for children.  Tickets can be purchased from Penny Dugas 
by calling 652-3989; by emailing her at pdugas@twcny.rr.com or between the services 
any Sunday starting on September 25, 2011.  Seating will be limited so buy your tickets early! 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

 
CROP WALK SYRACUSE NORTH 

 
 Once again, it’s time for the annual CROP Walk which will be held on October 
16th.  As in the past, the Walk will be held at the Salt Museum on Onondaga Lake 
Parkway.  Registration is 1:00pm and the Walk starts at 1:30pm. Those interested 



in either pledging or collecting pledges, please see me for details.  Those interested in walking, please sign up 
on the sheet posted on the bulletin board by the kitchen.  Please tell your family and friends to support the 
CROP Walk.  Donations are also accepted at their website. To donate on-line, go to CROP Walk Hunter 
Church World Service, click on find your walk, map of U.S., click on New York; select Syracuse North.   
Choose Donate, then to St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Liverpool.  This will take you to someone taking 
pledges and sign-up to pledge.  If you pledge by check, make checks payable to St. Matthew’s with CROP 
Walk in the memo line. The crisis is not getting better; the demand gets greater every day.  Your support is 
needed.  If you have questions, please contact Bill Boylan (454-0451).  Thank you. 
 

*************************************************************************************                  
 
 

LAST CALL FOR THIS YEAR – BLOOD DRIVE 
 
 The last St. Matthew's sponsored Red Cross blood drive of 2011 is 
scheduled for Saturday, October 22nd, from 8:00am until 1:00pm. This will be 
our sixth drive of this year, and our next sponsored drive will be on January 14, 
2012. 
 During this fall season, we face stiff opposition from the Syracuse Orange. 
But this date, ( October 22 ) we lucked out. Syracuse will have played on Friday 
the 21st; our drive is clear to score. 
 Our blood drives are blessed by dedicated workers and donors, and I can not adequately express my 
gratitude for your continued “super-job.”  It is truly an honor for me to be associated with all of you. 
 Soon the registration sheets will be posted and we ask that - if you are able - make an appointment to 
give of yourself so that others in need will be sustained by your caring. 
 Thank you. 

Milt Oatman 
Bill Boylan 

 
****************************************************************************************** 

 
SAMARITAN CENTER 

 
 The next St. Matthew’s preparation of the Samaritan Center meal will be on 
Saturday, October 29th.  We will need your help; please watch for a sign-up sheet to 
indicate your willingness to help with the preparation and serving of the meal or to 
provide a dessert.  Thanks in advance for making this Outreach project such a 
wonderful success. 

Vivian Silliman 
   ********************************************************************                            

 
UNITED THANK OFFERING 

 
 In each of our lives, there are many blessings that we so often take for 
granted.  As we spend our moments each day in prayer and thanksgiving, let’s 
reflect on these gifts; cherished friends who care about us, happy times with family, 
a marvelous sunrise a big hug from a grandchild, the joy in knowing we are never 
really alone – the list is endless. 
 Let us share our blessings by dropping a coin each day into our blue boxes 
(until the All Saints’ Day celebration on November 6th).  If you haven’t as yet 



picked up your blue box, you will find them outside the door to the Nave in the hallway.  You may also make 
your contribution using the enclosed envelope. 
 Every cent we give representing our thankful prayers is given away in grants ($2.5 – $3 million in the 
1990’s) to address human needs throughout the world and to promote mission expansion. 
 United Thank Offering is part of our heritage and an important part of church history, begun in 1889 and 
continuing to this day and beyond. 

The little unremembered acts of kindness and love are the best parts of a person’s life. - William Wordsworth 
 
****************************************************************************************** 
                                                               
 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
 

 The church will celebrate All Saints’ Day November 6th.  It’s an occasion to 
remember that we’re all a part of Communion of Saints – God’s faithful people who 
have gone before us, who are living now, and who are yet to come.  God has knit us all 
together in a common fellowship.  Many of us, on that day, remember especially all of 
those whom we’ve loved, but see no longer.  As a reminder of their never failing 
connection with us, we invite you to bring in pictures or mementos of your loved ones 

who have passed on to glory.  We’ll display the pictures and objects behind the altar during both services, as a 
reminder of our constant spiritual connection.  You are also invited to submit names of people to be 
remembered on that day to the church office.  (Please include hints on how to pronounce the names.) 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

UPDATE ON ST. THOMAS’ PROPERTY 
 

 St. Thomas’ property has been on the market for almost a year now.  One offer fell through this spring 
(due to a lack of support for a necessary zoning change).  There have been no viable offers since.  Bellwood 
Baptist Church has been renting the church for almost a year, but their new church will be finished this winter, 
and they will leave.  St. Thomas’ vestry is still in tact and functioning as custodians of this property, but they 
feel like they have reached the end of the road there.  The funds that St. Thomas’ still has will be insufficient to 
keep up the property for much longer.  St. Matthew’s is not in a position to be able to assume the property and 
care for it.  So, the vestry of St. Thomas’ voted to turn the property over to the diocese.  The diocesan board will 
be in charge of maintaining the property until it is sold.  If there are any proceeds from the sale of the property, 
after the maintenance expenses have been paid, the diocesan board has decided to give the left-over funds to St. 
Matthew’s.   
 We continue to give thanks for all of the wonderful ministry and memories that took place at St. 
Thomas’.  We give thanks for all of those who gave so generously to build that structure and keep it up.  And 
we’re grateful to be called together in ministry.   
 
********************************************************************************************* 

WOMEN’S DAY AWAY 
Saturday, October 15th, 9:00am - 4:00pm. 

 
 The Liverpool First United Methodist Church, 604 Oswego Street, Liverpool invites all women to give 
themselves a day away.  Nationally known keynote speaker Yvonne Conte will give an uplifting presentation on 
the “Joy of Jesus.”  Cost is $15.00 to enjoy a day of nurturing for your mind, your body and your soul. Explore 
topics such as women of the Bible, women’s health issues and spirituality.  Lunch will be provided. To register 
call Donna Auyer at 451-7359 or the Liverpool First UMC at 457-5180. 
******************************************************************************************* 

 



MISSION OF MIRACLES MISSION 
 
  There will be a Mission of Miracles Fundraiser on October 29, 2011, 7:00pm at Christ 
Church, 407 East Seneca Street, Manlius.  Please join us for a Cocktail Party and Silent Auction.  As in 
previous years, we welcome gift baskets or antique furniture for the silent auction from parishes and 
individuals.  To donate, please contact Maria Dawson at madawson@twcny.rr.com.  
 
**************************************************************************************** 

 
 
 
 

PIE FEST! 
 
 On Sunday, November 20th, St. Matthew’s Outreach Commission will hold a Pie Fest. It’s a bake sale 
of pies! We have some great bakers, and especially pie makers, among our parishioners.  
 If you would like to bake a pie, freeze some of the wonderful produce available now, and save it for 
making your pie in November. Of course, if you’d like to contribute baked goods, they’re always welcome.  
 Some of our favorites in the past have been: 

 Cherry Pie 
 Apple Pie 
 Pumpkin Pie 
 Cocoanut Cream Pie 
 Chocolate Pie 
 Berry Pie 
 Mincemeat Pie 

 
 Yum, yum, yum! 
 If you’d like to purchase a pie – what a great way to get ready for Thanksgiving! Tell your friends and 
neighbors! Pie Fest will be held between services. Get there early for the best selection! 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

GREGORY J. HARRIS MILITARY COURTESY ROOM AT HANCOCK 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

 
 The military courtesy room opened July 29, 2008 and was established for the use and relaxation of all 
active and reserve military personnel traveling through the Central New York area. Our military often have to 
spend long hours waiting for their flights, sometimes overnight, when heading home on leave, moving to a new 
duty station or returning to their place of deployment. As part of St. Matthew’s Outreach Commission, Lisa 
Sager is heading a project to help provide donated items to the courtesy room that the service men and women 
can use while waiting for their flights. Non-perishable goods that are regularly needed are Beverages: 
Powerade, soft drinks, fruit juices, bottled water; coffee, tea, hot chocolate. Snacks: Individual snacks such as 
chips, crackers and cookies, etc. Breakfast Danishes, Hot Pockets, Ramen Noodles, Chef Boyardee products, 
individual pizzas, granola bars, beef jerky / Slim Jims, and fruit cups. Comfort Kits: (with personal hygiene 
items) - deodorant, shaving cream and razors, pocket tissues, toothbrushes, paste, floss, shampoo, Q Tips, 
powder, Handi-Wipes, hand sanitizer, combs, brushes, clippers. DVD’s & books welcomed. Collected items 
will be delivered monthly to the courtesy room on behalf of St. Matthew’s. Lisa already has delivered several 
boxes to the courtesy room. VOLUNTEERING: If you would like to volunteer at the Courtesy Room, please 
see Lisa for an application or the application can be completed on the website, at www.GregHarrisMCR.org 
and emailed. You will need an e-mail address that you regularly check, as this is the communication mode used 



with the volunteers. The purpose of the volunteer is to provide comfort, a smile and a positive setting. You 
probably would make coffee and help keep the area orderly and clean and assist our military however possible. 
Volunteers are scheduled in pairs; a new volunteer with one of experience. If you are interested in volunteering 
visit the website. For more information or questions, please contact Lisa Sager, 699-7250. 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “FRIEND ME?!?!” 
 
 Facebook has become a household word as social media takes a bigger and bigger place in the lives of 
many people.  Social media is not just for the youngsters anymore.  People of all ages are using blogs, Twitter, 
Facebook, Linked-In, and more to connect to friends, family, colleagues and current events.   
 Are you on Facebook? 
 If you are on Facebook – you can “Friend” St. Matthew’s and get updates on our 
events.  There are also many of our parishioners on Facebook that you can “friend”! 
 Will Mother Carrie “Friend” Me? 
 Of course I love all of you and like you all too.  However, I don’t “friend” parishioners.  
It’s hard to say that without sounding “snotty” – but the fact is… I need a more personal relationship with our 
parishioners.  If, for instance, something significant happens in your life and you post it on Facebook, you may 
assume I know (when really I may not).  Personal contact works much better for our relationships.  So, when I 
“ignore” your friend requests, please know I’m not being stuck-up or distant, but rather the opposite.  While 
Facebook is great for me to connect with old college friends and far-away colleagues, with parishioners, I just 
am a little more old-school, because I think that’s important.  
 
****************************************************************************************** 

 
STEWARDSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

 
 This is an excellent opportunity for all CNY parishes to take a fresh look at stewardship development -- 
"faith-raising" vs. "fund-raising" should be a key element in your stewardship program.  We hope to see you 
there!! 
 Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Norwich will host a stewardship event on Saturday, October 8th, 2011.  
The day will begin at 9:00am and end at 2:00pm.  The cost for the day is $10.00 to provide lunch and 
refreshments.  All are welcome and please let us know if you are planning to attend.  You can contact 
Emmanuel's Office at 607-334-8801 or call Fr. Chuck Taylor at 607-847-6361 to register.    
 Our guest leader for the October 8th "Stewardship Event" is Craig Smith.  Craig believes that true 
stewardship is:  What I do, with all that I have, after I say, "I believe." And, using the gifts God has given us- to 
do the work God is calling us to do.  In other words, stewardship is more about "faith-raising" than fund-raising. 
  We'll begin by hearing about Craig's ongoing journey as a steward.  We will then participate in a 
workshop, "Stewardship 101" -- You're now on the stewardship ministry team.  What happens next?   
  Topics include: 
 Some Thoughts About Stewardship and its Meaning in Our Lives Putting a Long-Term, Year-  
 Round Stewardship Ministry in Place Conditions for Effective Stewardship Education and   
 Development in the Parish Stewardship Commitment Plans That Contribute to Conversion and   
 Transformation Stewardship Components that Strengthen Your Commitment Process 



  We will explore 15 New (and Old) Ideas about Year Round Stewardship Formation 
  Craig as been trained as a Stewardship Mentor and Consultant by the National Episcopal Church and has 
been actively teaching and leading stewardship ministries since 2002.  He has served as a Warden, Stewardship 
Committee Chairperson and church musician.  Craig serves as the Director of Development for the 
Berkshire Theatre Group. He is responsible for all fundraising activities including budgeting, grant writing, 
event planning, legacy giving, major gift solicitations, annual appeals and capital campaigns.  He resides in 
Pittsfield, Mass. with his wife Virginia and three school-aged daughters.  
 
****************************************************************************************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The ministry of acolytes is one of assisting those who perform the 
liturgies of the Church.  Acolytes assist the bishops, priests, deacons and other 
lay ministers conducting a liturgy by acting like good waiters in a restaurant, 
nurses in a surgery or attendants in a cloakroom.  They assist the congregation 
by acting as examples of when to do what in the service.  Their ministry is 
always marked by servanthood and is thus an authentic ministry of Christ. 
 There is historical evidence of this office in the 3rd century in both Rome 
and Carthage.  For many centuries, the office was one of the four minor orders 
(along with porter, lector, and exorcist) in the Roman Catholic Church.  In the 
Eastern Church, they were subsumed by the subdiaconate. 

 Liturgical purists suggest that the designation “acolyte” be restricted to the function of lighting, carrying 
and extinguishing candles, but the term is derived from a Latin word which means “follower” and is not 
sensibly so limited.  The alternate term “server” is often used to describe persons who help with candles, carry a 
cross (crucifer) or an incenser (thurifer), or assist in other ways.  The Roman term “altar boy” is no longer 
appropriate to Roman or Anglican Churches, with the admission of females to these ministries. 
 In typically Anglican fashion, the American Book of Common Prayer never mentions the word “acolyte” 
or “server.”  The rubrics for the Holy Eucharist do urge that the principal celebrant “be assisted by other priests, 
and by deacons and lay persons” (BCP pp. 322, 354).  Acolytes are among those lay persons. 
 Individual acolytes and guilds within parishes often belong to the Order of Saint Vincent, a worldwide 
organization of people in lay liturgical ministries which promotes a sacramentally-based rule of life, 
intercessory prayer and the study of liturgics. 
 The English liturgist Percy Dearmer counseled that acolytes should “avoid all fuss and needless running 
about.”   For a fuller treatment of their roles, see You Are an Acolyte (Forward Movement Publications). 
   

 
Reprinted from Church Words, by Stephen E. Moore 
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OCTOBER 
  

Bambino, Sara 20 Loveall, Victoria 13 
Barrus, Natalie 15 McKeon, Matthew 04 
Boylan, William 19 Newlon, J.R. 31 
Canavan, Erik 02 Oatman, Milt 15 
Clifford, Becky 25 Piston, Edward 12 
Freeman, Christian 13 Reale, Becky 16 
Grzenda, Ray 13 Rill, Paul 29 
Hannah, Vinon 24 Schofield-Broadbent, Kate 22 
Henner, Elana 01 Sees, Cody 02 
Kehl, Linda 03 Shannon, Christopher 21 
Kopp, Richard  26 Weekley, Aaron 11 

(If anyone has been omitted from this list, please call the office) 
****************************************************************************************** 
  In Our Thoughts and Prayers… 

Chris Allen Jeanne Ney 
Joan Amerman Rancier Family 
April Corey & Ellyn Shaughnessy-Robeson 
Elizabeth Bartlett Shirley Shepard 
Brenda Richard Slade 
Lee Ciciarelli Sally Smith 
Betty Clarke Louise Staring 
Shari Drace Kelly Starliper-Morris 
Eleanor Duke Jean Stearns 
Jason Garafalo Fred Steul 
Kiley Grace Jane Stevens 
Bruce Haney Edwin Thayer 
Jake LaPlatney Wayne Tullar 
Em Michnowicz Clemente Vigliotti 
Gladys Miller Kenya Younger 
Avery Grace Morris Thomas Zino 
Helen McGaffick  



 
 

SHOPPING CART SUNDAY 
 

               October 16th  
 
NON-FOOD ITEMS, PLEASE 
          
              THANK YOU! 

                                               
 

 
 
November Grapevine Deadline 
 
            October 16th              


