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Welcome
Thank you for your time and consideration of the people and mission 
of St. Matthew?s as you discover who we are.  Our hope is that the 
following information will exhibit the profound warmth, care and love 
of community, both spiritual and geographic, that defines our church 
family. 

St. Matthew?s is part of the Diocese of Central New York and is located 
within walking distance to the heart of the village of Liverpool.  The 
quaint village boasts a lovely park on Onondaga Lake with trails for 
running, biking and picnicking.  Restaurants, cafes and shopping 
abound and for winter activities we are surrounded by accessible ski 
areas. 

The people of St. Matthew?s have forged strong bonds of love 
nurtured by the power of prayer and worship, an active and lively 
church school for children of all ages and the strong leadership of our 
lay ministers, vestry, teachers and volunteers. 

We maintain a visible presence in our Liverpool community by our 
charming appearance, warm and welcoming acceptance of people from all walks of life and our 
varied and diverse outreach activities. 

We look forward to welcoming a new rector to join and lead us in our continued spiritual growth 
and walk with the Lord. 
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Prayer for Our Parish

Almighty God, giver of every good gift, 

Look graciously on your church, 

You who know our needs even before we can ask, 

Let your loving presence guide us as we seek our next rector of St. 
Matthew?s Church, Liverpool. 

Raise up for us, we pray, a priest who will boldly proclaim your Gospel 
by word and deed, faithfully administer the sacraments, and serve 

your people with love and compassion. 

Hear our prayer for this community of faith that we may be nourished 
and strengthened to grow as a people of God. In Jesus name we pray. 

Amen 

As m em bers of  t he Body of  Chr ist , we celebrat e our  
m any blessings as we pray:

By Rose Rheinheimer, St. Matthew's Parishioner



St. Matthew's, in Liverpool, NY, is a blended parish, 
consisting of the congregations of St. Matthew's 
and St. Thomas' in North Syracuse. For years the 
two traveled parallel roads in their history until 
they intersected and became one. 

The first church service for St. Matthew's was held 
on September 21, 1941.  Since St. Matthew's Day 
was on the 28th it was decided that would be the 
name for the mission.  St. Thomas', established at 
nearly the same time, adopted their name from 
the Apostle Thomas. 

Through many moves, supply priests and lay 
ministers, both churches arrived at the point of a 
permanent building - St. Thomas on Gertrude 
Street in North Syracuse, (June 25, 1952) and St. 
Matthew's in 1953 in a building that was originally 
the German Evangelical Church on the corner of 
Hazel and Vine Streets.  However, 1954 was a 
tragic year for St. Matthew's as their home burned 
down.  As had happened in the 1940's, the 
congregation held worship in the local Masonic 
Temple. 

The new St. Matthew's Episcopal Church, relocated eastward on Vine Street, Liverpool, was 
dedicated December 11, 1955.  This is the current structure, built in the Colonial design with an 
adjoining parish hall, which was the dream of the faithful and undaunted congregation. 

Both congregations lived into the congregational life cycle so typical of mid-twentieth century 
church membership.  Faced with dwindling attendance and financial resources, St. Thomas 
merged with St. Matthew's in 2010.  It has proved to be a successful melding of the congregations 
and although the entire St. Thomas congregation did not remain, many did. 

St. Matthew's is a Level IV congregation exhibiting a high degree of flexibility. We are an 
all-inclusive church welcoming anyone seeking Christian community in the ways of Jesus Christ, 
embracing those who are differently abled, accepting of all present day families and relationships,  
and anyone who is in need of comfort and aid. At St. Matthew's "All are welcome" is how we live. 

We, the people of St. Matthew's Liverpool, welcome you to our community that is open and 
welcoming, gentle and joyful, generous and rooted in our Episcopal Tradition. 

And Then There Was ONE...

Original church building purchased from 
German Evangelicals

Our History
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M essage from the Transi t ion Committee
The transition committee debated and created questions, with the help of the Survey Monkey 
website, and delivered them to our parish.  The survey was sent in July and was kept open for 2 
weeks.  Parishioners who do not receive electronic communications were sent the survey via mail 
with a self-addressed stamped return envelope.  40% of all those surveyed responded and all of 
those responses were entered into a database. 

In addition to the surveys, forums to discuss deeper questions were held during the months of July 
and August at various days and times.  These forums were hosted by members of the Transition 
committee to get more feedback from parishioners on what they are seeking in a new rector. 

 We consider the youth at St. Matthew?s as fully 
incorporated into the membership of the parish 
and as treasures who are unique 
representatives of the kingdom of God among 
us.  To that end we have had a high school 
student as an active member of the Transition 
Committee.  We also held a children?s forum to 
gather their feedback. 

The data from the surveys and the forums was 
prayerfully reviewed and fully discussed to 
create this document. 

 1.  Yout h:  Engage our youth in all aspects of ministry.  We need to develop strategies as a 
congregation to retain our youth as they enter adulthood. 

2.  Fam ilies:  We have viable family programs.   As a congregation we will 
focus on developing more services and strengthening those in place.  Our 
goal is to grow our families at St. Matthew?s and deepen the bonds 
between them.    

3.  Com m unicat ion :  Build a system of clear communication between all 
facets of ministry. 

4.  Welcom ing:  Instruct us in new methods to help us make guests feel 
welcome. 

5.  Adult  and yout h form at ion:  Facilitate quality, engaging and 
innovative programs for all ages empowering lay people in leadership. 

6.  Com m unit y relat ions:  Strengthen and enhance relations with civic 
and ecumenical organizations in Liverpool and surrounding communities. 
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Specif ic Goals:

 

Process Sum m ary for  Surveying t he Par ish:

Message f rom the Transition Committee



Who We Are

We, the congregation at St. M atthew?s believe 

that God loves everyone without exceptions.  

We are a church that nur tures spir itual growth 

for  al l  ages.  We are a community  that is:

Open 

Welcoming 

Gentle 

Joyful

Generous

Rooted in our  Episcopal Tradition

The community surrounding St. Matthew?s is ever evolving 
in terms of jobs and climate. This is reflected in the 
demographics and attendance at St. Matthew?s.  Currently 
the ratio of women to men is 2 to 1 and 25% of our 
members have children who are active in the 
congregation.    

We have 3 different services during the week.  Each 
Sunday service has its own unique characteristics.  8  a.m. 
is Rite I from the Book of Common Prayer and 10:15 a.m. is Rite II or Progressive Liturgy which 
includes choir.  Our Wednesday noon service is either Eucharist, or occasionally Morning Prayer. 
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Our  m ission st at em ent :

Our  church st ruct ure:

Priest -in-Charge... the Rev. Jacqueline Schmitt 

Deacon.... the Rev. Deacon Shelly Banner

Wardens... Penny Dugas, Bill Jones

9 person vestry

Parish Administrator/Communications 
Coordinator... Sarah Alamond 

Sexton.... Bill Boylan 

Musical Director /  Organist.... Jennifer Bearup



The Rector We Seek
1.  Theologically sound with the ability to translate scripture into relatable sermons that 
address life experiences. 

2.  Skills to work with children of all ages from pre-school to high school. 

3.  Build worship both traditionally and non-traditionally that will inspire youth and adults 
into the full life and ministry of St. Matthews and the Episcopal Church. 

4.  Manage and delegate responsibilit ies to develop leadership in St. Matthew?s. 

5.  Provide compassionate care to those who are sick and in nursing homes, and make 
pastoral visits to those who need and ask for them. 

6.  Empower individuals to feel safe and free to identify and develop their needs and gifts. 

7.  Strong preacher. 

8.  Technologically proficient. 
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Int ernal

Ministr ies
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Adult Forums: Throughout the year (and always at Lent and Advent) 
there are educational sessions for adults.  These sessions can be 
one time sessions or several weeks in length and allow participants 
to engage in a deeper understanding of Biblical teachings.  Teaching 
segments are offered on seasonal or particular topics. This can be 
led by clergy or laity.

Altar Guild: Twelve male and female parishioners prepare the altar 
for worship, baptisms, weddings, funerals. In December we have a 
special greening of the church to get ready for the Christmas 
season.

Choir: Currently, fourteen adults provide vocal enrichment to 
the worship. Frequently we have instrumental 
accompaniment and children participate for special services.

Culinary Ministry:

Heavenly Bakers: A group of volunteer parishioners 
bake desserts for the Open Table dinners, Lenten 
dinners and special occasions.

Communion Bread:  Homemade communion bread, to 
be used for our worship service, is baked by a group of  
volunteer parishioners.

Easter Egg Hunt: Around Easter, parishioners fill plastic eggs with small items and candy and the 
children hunt for them. 

Food Bank:

Sue?s Cart: Non-perishable items are collected to benefit St. Joseph the Worker food pantry in 
the village of Liverpool.

Grocery bags/emergency food bags: A steady supply of food bags, contributed by parish 
members, contains non-perishable items. These are in stock for the clergy or other 
authorized persons to give to families and individuals in immediate need.

Food/Meal train: When a parishioner needs meals furnished during an illness, the parish sends out 
the call.  A schedule is developed to make sure meals are supplied during this time of need.

Food $en$e: A program of the Food Bank of Central New York, began at St Matthews in November 
2015. The goal is to help anyone stretch their food dollars. Offerings change monthly and there is 
no income requirement to purchase. We offer units of food for $20.50 and several specials every 
month. This is not government food. It is the same food as in a grocery store, but at a better price.
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Giving Boutique: A ?pop-up? shop that sells hand-made cards, 
jewelry, scarves and other items between church services and 
during Lenten fish dinners. The proceeds have been used to 
support outreach ministries.

The Gregory J Harris Military Courtesy Room at Hancock International 
Airport: We collect travel sized toiletries, individually wrapped candy, 
snacks, cookies and canned soda for this courtesy room. It is 
located at Hancock International Airport, here in Syracuse, for the use by military members to 
enjoy while waiting for transportation.

Healing Ministry: 

Baptismal blankets: White blankets are knit or crocheted and 
presented as a gift and remembrance to children and adults baptized 
in the church.

Prayer Shawls: Small blankets are knit or crocheted by parishioners, 
prayed over by the congregation, and given to those during a health 
challenge.

Lay Ministry (LEM?s and Acolytes): We have 22 congregational leaders who lead 
the lessons and psalms. We have 12 Lay Eucharistic Ministers who lead the 
prayers of the people and are chalice bearers.  We have ten youth who 
maturely act as acolytes for services.  This program has grown over the years 
to include youth as readers and the older acolytes mentor the 
younger ones.

Men?s and Women?s Groups: Recently formed, the men?s and women?s 
groups intend to gather for fellowship, fun and various outreach 
projects.

Martin Luther King Day of Learning and Service: Begun in January 2015, 
parishioners gather to carry out service projects and enjoy fellowship 
on Martin Luther King Day.  Service components include making 
sandwiches and cookies for the Samaritan Center.  Adults and 
children have also learned how to make Communion bread for our Sunday Services. Learning 
opportunities include an MLK ?reading room? in the church, films on diversity and racial injustice, 
listening to MLK speeches and participating in craft projects. 

The Open Table: Started in March 2015, and held 
on the last Sunday of the month, The OpenTable 
is a free community meal for visitors and 
parishioners designed to feed their bellies and 
their souls.   It is held at the end of the month 
when food dollars are stretched the most. Usual 
attendance is 40-60 and parishioners serve as 
greeters, servers, cleaning and resetting tables, 
kitchen staff, dishwashers and donate food, 
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money and desserts. It is funded by diner?s donations and generous 
donations from others.

Public School Outreach: Backpacks are filled with food and distributed 
to students in need. Food for Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners is 
also collected and presented to families.

Rummage Sale: In early September, St Matthew?s holds its Annual 
Rummage Sale. This is a large fund raiser for the church.   All money goes toward operational 
expenses.  Leftover items are offered to Interfaith Works for refugee resettlement, and other 
charitable organizations.

Senior Scholarship: Bowling and golf tournaments are held to 
benefit a scholarship fund for graduating high school seniors.  
It is also a wonderful time for fellowship. 

Sunday School: We have 4 classes of Sunday school: preschool 
to kindergarten, first to third grade, fourth to sixth grade and 
seventh to twelfth grade. Forty-two students are registered. 
The average weekly attendance is twenty-five.

Sunshine Cards: In 2016, the committee mailed sympathy cards,  get well cards,  birthday cards 
and Christmas cards. ?Thinking of you? cards  are mailed to those parishioners  who can not 
attend worship services, either long term or short term.

Wine Tour: Open to parishioners and friends, a bus is rented to tour wineries in the Finger Lakes 
region in late summer or early fall for fellowship and fun.
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Wine & Cheese Auction: Annually, we solicit contributions from individuals and businesses for a 
silent auction of various baskets, art, jewelry, gift cards, etc. Refreshments are offered and the 
highlight of the evening is a wine auction-craziest tit le on the wine bottle, the better!  Proceeds 
go to operational expenses.

Ext ernal
Angel Tree: Gift tags with wishes written by children of incarcerated parents are collected in early 
December.  Parishioners shop for these special gifts, wrap them and often have the joy of 
delivering them.

Ashes To Go: Ashes are offered to shoppers in 
Liverpool on Ash Wednesday, making our faith and 
presence known to the community.

Center for New Americans/Interfaith Works: Annually we 
participate in a variety of outreach activities to 
welcome newly settled refugees and relocated 
persons.  The oversight of the entire program is 
through Interfaith Works, and we participate in what 
they ask of us to the best of our ability.

Cold Weather Ministry: This ministry is an annual drive for both Vera House and the Samaritan 
Center. Hand-made or purchased mittens and head wear are donated to help stave off the 
effects of cold weather for victims of domestic violence and those who can not provide for 
themselves.

Elderwood: As part of the Liverpool 
ecumentical ministries, St. 
Matthew?s commits to provide 
Sunday services for one month a 
year to this nursing home and rehab 
center.

Samaritan Center: Three to four 
times a year, St Matthew?s serves 
150-200  guests at the Samaritan 
Center on North State Street.  We 
are responsible for purchasing, 
cooking and serving the meals to 

individuals and families. We provide homemade desserts for each meal. We also donate the 
sandwiches made at MLK day of caring.

Tuition for African Students [Children?s Fund]: Through a variety of fundraising efforts,  our parish 
has provided funds for tuition and school materials, and continues to do so, for 2 students, one 
in the Ivory Coast and one in Senegal.

United Thank Offering:   Currently we have participated in this activity once a year and are striving 
to increase it to twice a year.



St. Matthew's Episcopal Church has a generous congregation, with 102 pledges annually, which 
does not include those who give regularly but don?t pledge.  The annual pledges account for 
$169,909 of our operating budget.  Through our stewardship campaign, fund raising, and other 
financial gifts, St. Matthew's has been able to operate in the black for the last three years and 
meet all financial obligations on time.  Moving forward, we are on track to remain in the black.  
Over the last two years, St. Matthew's has completed two large undertakings:  paying off all 
outstanding debts and becoming debt free; and completing a successful capital campaign, which 
resulted in a larger, energy-efficient space for education.

Financial
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Liverpool, New York is situated 
along the shore of Onondaga 
Lake approximately 4 miles from 
the heart of the City of Syracuse. 
The village was incorporated in 
1830 and is home to over 2,500 
residents. 

The village has much to offer 
families of virtually any life style. 
For the outdoor types there are 
over 7 miles of beautiful 
walking/biking/skate boarding 
trails covering both sides of the 
lake. During the holiday season the park is home to  ?Lights on the Lake? one of the largest 
displays of holiday lights in the Northeast. 

For the sports enthusiasts there are unlimited opportunities. Baseball fans can attend the 
Syracuse Chiefs games, the AAA affiliate of the Washington Nationals. Hockey fans can 
enjoy the Syracuse Crunch the American Hockey League affiliate of the Tampa Bay 
Lightening. The Carrier Dome is home to the Atlantic Coast Conference member Syracuse 
University football, lacrosse, and the nationally acclaimed basketball teams. 

Liverpool is within a short drive of the beautiful Finger Lakes wine region where there are 
over 100 independent wineries, microbreweries, cider 
breweries, and cheese manufacturers. The village of 
Skaneateles located on Skaneateles Lake is one of the 
most beautiful and unique spots on the Finger Lakes. It is 
home to the Dickens Christmas festival featuring 
characters of the famous Christmas Carol roaming the 
streets in character. 

Located close to the geographic center of the State with 
Route 90 running East and West and Route 81 running 
North and South make it very handy to other places. The 
village is within short driving distance to Niagara Falls, the 
Thousand Islands, and the Adirondack Mountains. Major 
cities of Toronto, Montreal, New York, Boston and 
Philadelphia are all within 5 hours drive time. 

Our Community
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For those seeking cultural events the area offers the 
Famous Artist series, which includes touring 
companies of the most popular musicals, including 
this year ?The Lion King? and ?A Chorus Line?.  The 
Syracuse Stage, a local theater company supported 
by Syracuse University presents a full season of 
excellent stage plays. The annual Jazz Fest is a free 
weekend long musical event. Opera is well 
represented. We are blessed with our own Opera 
Company that presents three Operas per season.  
Symphoria is one of two musician led Orchestras in 
the United States.  They perform more than 50 
concerts a year reaching 100,00 people. 

The ?Taste of Syracuse? features dozens of 
local restaurants offering food samples while 
live music is performed on multiple stages.  
Ethnic festivals are held downtown throughout 
the summer. The Italian festival, Oktoberfest, 
and the Polish festival are some examples. The 
newly erected Amphitheater is home to 
outstanding national acts throughout the 
season. The Great New York State Fair is held 
annually a few short miles from the village 
attracting over a million visitors annually over 
the 13 day run of the fair. 

Shopping is a treat at the Destiny USA. The Mall is the 7th largest mall in the USA and is 
located a few short minutes from 
the village. It is home to over 250 
places to dine, shop and play and is 
visited by over 26 million people 
annually. Many more unique 
shopping experiences also exist in 
the area. 

Dining opportunities in the area are 
varied and excellent. The restaurant 
choices include several outstanding 
ethnic options including Polish, 
Indian, Vietnamese, Japanese and 
Italian. Many upscale options also 
exist within minutes of the village. 
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 The Episcopal  Diocese of  CNY
The Diocese of Central New York is located in the vast region called "Upstate" New York.  We 
consist of 13,000 faithful Episcopalians worshipping in 87 parish churches and chapels in 
gorgeous Central New York.  

Our territory extends from Alexandria Bay in the far north, which is just south of the Canadian 
border, to Wellsburg and Waverly, whose parishes rest nearly on the Pennsylvania state line. We 
find our church homes in eighty-one distinct congregations, five chapels, one outreach mission, 
and one college chaplaincy. 

To find out more about the Diocese of Central New York, visit their website at 
www.cnyepiscopal.org. 

Bishop

     The Rt. Rev. Dr. DeDe Duncan-Probe

Canon to the Ordinary

     The Rev. Canon John Crosswaite,

 Canon for Transition and Church Development

     The Rev. Canon Carrie Schofield-Broadbent

Executive Assist. to the Bishop & Corporate Secretary

     Ms. Kathleen McDaniel

Diocesan Formation Coordinator

     Ms. Kathy Dengler 

Controller

     Ms. Cathy Hobart

Director of Communications
     Ms. Meredith Kadet Sanderson

Receptionist/Secretary
     Ms. Debbie Nettle

Coordinator for Youth Ministry

     Mr. Tory Blum

Diocese of  CNY St af f  

Our Vision.... 
To be the passionate presence 

of Christ for one another 
and the world we are called 

to serve.

Our Mission.... 
 To restore all people to unity 
with God and each other in 

Christ.
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ST. M ATTH EW'S 
Episcopal Church
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