December 2018
Dear friends –
A confession: I love the season of Advent. Not so much the month of December, with the frenetic shopping and stress and getting
ready for Christmas, although a little of that is fun. I’m talking about the liturgical season of Advent we observe in worship. Some of
my favorite hymns are in the Advent section of our hymnal: “Lo! He comes, with clouds descending” (#57); “Prepare the way, O
Zion” (#65); and “Comfort, comfort ye my people” (#67). The themes of the scripture readings, from being ready for Christ’s
second coming to John the Baptist in the wilderness calling people to repentance to the angel Gabriel appearing to young Mary, are
vivid and fun to preach. And as I have gotten older, I’ve learned that the anticipation of a great celebration like Christmas can be
almost as fun as the event itself. Waiting, preparing, watching, hoping: this is what Advent is all about.
I’m looking forward to our celebration on Christmas Eve, with the pageants and the carols and the familiar story and great music
from the choir. I hope you’ll join us at 12 noon, 6 pm, or 9 pm as your schedule allows. And I look forward to worshiping with you
the next four Sundays of Advent as we prepare ourselves to welcome Jesus into our world.
Peace, Fr. Paul
************************************************************************************

ANNUAL GREENING & DEGREENING THE CHURCH
It’s that time of year for me to ask all of you to join me in the greening of St. Matthew's
for the Christmas Season. The greening will take place on Sunday, December 23rd
at 1:00pm. I know this is a busy time of year for all of us, but please take a little time
out of your hectic holiday schedule to make our church a beautiful place to worship
during the Nativity. The Greening consists of hanging garland and wreaths and
putting out the pair of small, pre-lit fir trees. Most of the work is not very physical, but
we will need someone who doesn't mind climbing a ladder. There should be less
vacuuming this year – but there will be some. Many hands make light work and the
joy you’ll experience in helping to transform our sanctuary will make the holiday more memorable.
As with all things, what goes up must come down. The de-greening will be held on Saturday, January 5th at
1:00pm. This is usually a quick process of basically taking down everything we put up during the greening and
the vacuuming again should be light. Once we’re done, we usually go out for a bite to eat and a little fellowship.
Please see me at the 8:00am service, during coffee hour between the services or leave me a message at 315-4913999. Thank you - you won't regret it.
Faithfully yours, Gail Jones
************************************************************************************

The Women’s Group is also sponsoring a collection drive for the Samaritan Center. Items in need
include hats, gloves, scarves, blankets, sheets, towels, pillows. Also, the My Place program could
use pot and pans, dish ware, utensils. Hygiene products always welcome except they do not need
toothbrushes at this time. Please drop off donated items in the appropriate basket and the
women’s group will be sure to deliver them. Deadline for donations is December 23rd.

THE GIVING BOUTIQUE
For the month of December, The Giving Boutique will be open on December 2nd, 9th and 16th at coffee
hours. We will have a variety of items for sale for gifts for teachers, co-workers, friends, family and even your
pets!! Each week will have something new, and as always, all proceeds will go to outreach. We hope to offer
purchasing through our new Paypal swipe machine, for anyone who wants to make a
minimum purchase of $10 with a credit card.
Christmas Cards available this month at The Giving Boutique:
December 2nd… Tri-fold Christmas Cards with a beautiful tree and staircase (we
had these briefly last year, but they sold out). This style is also available in birthday.
($4-$5)
December 9th… Christmas Shaker Cards --beautiful cards with that extra feature of
the sparkle and fun of little sequins and beads that rattle when shaken. ($4-$5)
December 16th…Christmas Card-in-a-box --in two styles. The fabulous box card
which folds flat for shipping and then stands up into a wonderful little 3D charmer! ($7)
Other gift items available this month at The Giving Boutique:
On December 2nd you will find…
• We have a few Holiday Planners left--just $6
• SALE --Caramel Corn now 2 for $5
• We had sold out of the popular Hot Cocoa Card, but they are back in stock this week! Get yours now-great gift for teachers, co-workers, friends. Many styles.
• Are you giving a small gift or gift card? We have some beautiful packaging--both decorative little bags
and boxes. Wonderful and such a time saver on the wrapping!
On December 9th you will find…
•
•

•
•

Wonderful sparkling juice (single serving, and packaged up like a bottle of wine--really cute)!
Amazing jewelry gifts! Angel necklaces, Mustard Seed Necklaces, and lots of NEW earrings in holiday
shapes and don't forget the lovely brooches (wreath, tree and more designs)--perfect to wear on your
winter scarfs and blazers..
Grinch Pills-- funny tic tac cards with little verse to "un-Grinch" that Grinch in your life! (everyone has
at least one!)
Adorable little Post-It Notes holders! (I heard these are perfect for people on your bowling team!)

On December 16th you will find…
•

•
•

We have some charming Christmas ornaments--see the fused glass and beaded spider ones for
something very unique, we also have little birdhouses, paper balls, crochet bells, angels, military soldiers
and more. Many of these would be sweet as a gift topper!
Wonderful ONE dollar items!! We have lemon teabags with cute verses, and candy canes packaged up
so cute!
Last chance for the adorable Hot Cocoa Cards; these have a tube of marshmallows on the side, and
TWO packages of hot cocoa inside! Really cute and a nice "little something" for those people who you
want to recognize at Christmas time.
Stop by the table and take a look! As always, nearly everything is $10 and under.

ANNUAL COOKIE SALE
We will hold our annual Christmas cookie sale this year on Sunday, December 16th.
Sign-ups are posted for people to purchase either a $7 (medium) plate of assorted
cookies, or a $12 (large) plate of assorted cookies. All cookies are lovingly baked by
parishioners, and will be waiting for you to pick up on December 16th during coffee
hours. If you wish to bake for the cookie sale, please sign up on that sign-up sheet and
list the cookie that you would like to bake approximately 6 dozen of, that can be added to
the plate. All baked donations need to be dropped off no later than Saturday,
December 15th at noon. Please see Laurel Iavarone with any questions. All proceeds go
towards our outreach ministries at St. Matthew’s.
************************************************************************************

THE OPEN TABLE FREE COMMUNITY MEAL
Please join us for our next Open Table meal on December 30th, from 4-6pm. On the menu is
Swedish meatballs and dessert. Everyone is welcome to come and eat and enjoy fellowship!
Please consider volunteering if you are able.
************************************************************************************

EMERGENCY FOOD CLOSET
As we head into our season of giving (which, I have to say for this generous group is
continual), we are finding our emergency food closet shelves bare. We are in great need
the following items:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

granola bars
canned fruit
canned beef stew or chili
jelly (we’re good on PB!)
canned vegetables

tuna
deluxe type Mac and Cheese
cereal
soup
pasta and sauce

Once again, thanks for your help and generosity!
~Outreach
************************************************************************************

BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK NEWS
St. Matthew’s volunteers will be packing at 1:00pm on
Wednesday, December 12th, at St. Paul’s Lutheran church
here in the village. Packing lasts about an hour and we have a
fun time doing it! Join us! Sign-up is on the bulletin board.

December Collection:
Mac and Cheese cups, any brand
************************************************************************************

ANGEL TREE
Gifts will need to be returned by December 9th to allow plenty of time for distribution.
Once again, I thank you in advance for all your support for this program. Some kids will
have a more joyful Christmas thanks to your generosity! Thank you again!
~Cathy Labucki, Angel Tree Coordinator

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Rehearsals for the Christmas Eve pageant will be held after the 10:15am service
(11:30am) on December 16th and December 23rd. Parent help is greatly
appreciated! If you still need to sign your child up for either the 12:00pm or 6:00pm
pageant, please do so this weekend, or contact Sarah Alamond.
************************************************************************************

SAMARITAN CENTER MEAL
Samaritan Center, Saturday, January 12th at 12:30pm. Volunteers greatly
needed and appreciated! We will need approximately 20 people to work
effectively at this dinner. Please contact Clinnie Poole with any questions.
************************************************************************************

MEETING NOTICE:
Please keep the vestry at St. Matthew’s in your prayers. They will be meeting next on:
Sunday, December 16th at 9:00am.
************************************************************************************

SNOW DAY REMINDER
Just a reminder! If Liverpool Central Schools are closed due to snow, the office at St. Matthew’s will be
closed. Please look to social media and local news channels for notice of cancellation for events that might
be scheduled.

************************************************************************************

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
The church office will be closed the week of Christmas, from Christmas Eve through New
Year’s Day. It will re-open on Wednesday, Jan. 2nd. Please also note, there will be a noon
worship service on Wednesday, December 27th.
************************************************************************************

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS & GREENS
I wish to contribute $____________as a memorial in memory of
Please use given names (please print): ___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Or in thanksgiving for (please print): ____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
By: __________________________________________________________________________
Please make check payable to St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church and mark “Christmas Flowers”
If you wish to give Christmas Flowers and Greens in the memory of and/or as a thanksgiving, please complete
the form below. You may put it in the collection plate, in the parish administrator’s mailbox, or mail it to the
office, with your payment.

ONGOING OUTREACH
Shopping Cart Sunday:
The 3rd Sunday of every month is Shopping Cart Sunday! Please remember to drop off
your non-perishable items in the cart so they can benefit those at the St. Joseph the
Worker food pantry, here in the village.
The Gregory J. Harris Military Courtesy Room:
In the hallway, you’ll find a large bin labeled “Military Room Donations”. On the
bulletin board in the hall, you’ll find a list of items to be donated to The Gregory J. Harris Military Courtesy
Room at Hancock Airport. Please drop off travel-sized toiletries, individually wrapped candy, snacks, cookies
and individually wrapped packages of popcorn. Canned soda is also appreciated. Thank you!
Food Bags:
St. Matthew’s maintains a steady supply of food bags for those in need. If you wish to donate any nonperishable items to have on hand to stock the bags, please see the list in the on the bulletin board in the hallway,
or contact the office at stmatthews_office@verizon.net, or 315-457-4633 to be sent a list. There is also a list
available on the website. For any questions about the Food Bag Program, please contact Sarah in the office.
************************************************************************************

FOOD $EN$E SHOPPERS PROGRAM
At St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
Everyone can s-t-r-e-t-c-h their food dollars… NO income requirements
Ordering: Sunday, December 2nd, 9-10am
Sunday, December 9th, 9-10am

Pick-up: Wednesday, December 19th, 2-4pm

Buy December’s Food Package for $20.50 (list subject to change)
– Ham Steaks, 1 lb.
– Breakfast Sausage, 1 lb.
– Salisbury Steaks, 12 oz.
– Ground Turkey, 1 lb.
– Pancake Mix, 32 oz.
– Fresh Eggs, 1 doz.

– Apple Juice, 64 oz.
– Hashbrowns Potatoes, 20 oz.
– Toasted Oats Cereal, 12 oz.
– Frozen Berry Blend, 16 oz.
– Fresh Produce
– Fresh Produce

The Specials for December are:
Spiral Ham: 9 lbs. (avg.) for $18.00 – The spiral hams average between eight and ten pounds per special.
Italian Meatballs: 5 lbs. for $13.00 – The Italian meatballs are fully cooked and are in a five pound bag.
Stuffed Chicken Breast: 2 lbs. for $8.50 – The chicken breasts are stuffed with apples and cranberries.
American Cheese: 5 lbs. for $10.25 – The sliced American cheese is not individually wrapped.
Protein Box: $13.50 – The protein box includes fish sticks 1 lb., pork tenderloin 1.7 lbs. (avg.), Chicken
Thighs 2 lbs. (avg.), ground beef 1 lb., and sliced turkey breast 8 oz.
Onion Rings: 2.5 lbs. for $6.00 – The onion rings are ready to cook and can be used in the oven or fryer.
White Pasta Bake: 4.5 lbs. for $13.50 – The pasta bake is family sized and a Stouffers’ product.

Adamowsky, Don
Clark, Gregory
Croyle, Mike
Familo, Cheryl
Henry, Elliot W.
Jones, Kayleigh
Kelly, Fred
Labucki, Cathy
Miller, Jared

21
07
03
26
11
03
09
14
30

Miller, Debbie
Morton, Belva
Noyes, Verna
Shannon, Brian
Sinclair, Liam
Smith, Sally
Stupor, Cheryl
Thayer, Helen
Uhrig, Christina

10
22
15
15
30
09
30
17
26

* If anyone has been omitted from this list, please call the office *
************************************************************************************

PRAYER REQUESTS
We're grateful to be able to pray for our parishioners, family members, and friends who are in need, and we think it is important to
make these concerns known to our community. We generally keep folks on this list for about four weeks, unless we're aware of a
continuing need. If we’ve removed a prayer request which you would like to appear for another 4-6 weeks, please call the church
office at 315-457-4633 or e-mail us at stmatthews_office@verizon.net. Thank you for your good help in bringing prayer requests
to our attention.

Please pray for:

Bill Jones, health concerns
Neil Alamond, recovering from surgery
Mike Gates, recovering from surgery
Maureen & Kelly, John Maurer’s wife & granddaughter, health concerns
Bill Braun, Linda Chambers’ brother, undergoing cancer treatment
Cheryl Familo, recovering from surgery
Cherie McCauley, Ray Grzenda’s friend, undergoing cancer treatment
Lois Stearns, Christina Stearns’ mother-in-law, undergoing cancer treatment
Vyrna Brown, Rick Stocking’s sister, battling brain illness
Ongoing:
Sue Turo, Pat Martin, Alec Stearns, Ron Sager, Dora Mae Croyle, Bob Murdock, Jennifer, Laura McGaffick, Nicole
Canavan
ILLNESS OR HOSPITALIZATION: We want to pray for you if you are ill, having surgery, or facing any sort of
difficulty. We also want to visit you when you are in the hospital. In the past, hospitals notified the church office when
our parishioners were admitted. However, due to changes in privacy laws they are no longer allowed to notify us, or in
some cases, even to confirm whether or not a person has been admitted. We now must rely on family and friends to let us
know when someone has been hospitalized. Please help us with this important ministry by calling the church office (315457-4633) whenever you know about an illness or hospitalization. Many thanks.

OCTOBER FINANCIAL REPORT:
11/17/18
October Income dropped and expenses were up. This is not the way we
want things to go. Although we are ahead of budget in the Income
section … Income did drop 1.38%. The expenses are below budget but
we spent more than we have received in income year to date. That
means we have spent $12,998.00 more than we received. We have been
able to cover part of that deficit with the amount we had in the checking
account at the beginning of the year - $11,832.44.
Our Endowment account had a loss of $6,329.34 this month. Current balance is $127,651.63.
Income:
Let’s look at the top Income producers... the ones that keep us afloat.
Plate Offering – is at 79.15% of Budget down 4.74% from last month.
Pledges – are at 103.83% of Budget down 1.31% from last month.
Non-Pledge – is at 261.48% of Budget down 17.21% from last month.
Parish Use – is at 168.83% of Budget down 1.75% from last month.
Expenses:
It is harder to look at the top expense producers because it would be wages and their related expenses.
Those we cannot change and by the way they are below budget.
Most of the other expenses are also below budget. Most of them had a drop in percentage for the month.
The one category that has been over budget the most is Property commission. It consists of Church Repairs and
Grounds expense. This is a building that requires repairs just as your house (apartment building) do. Sometimes
more repairs are needed in one year than in another – hard to predict. Things like the parking lot problem. We
were able to get that fixed because of the money in the Capital Maintenance/Repair Savings account. Thank
you to those that contributed to Capital Maintenance/Repair.
After all of this…we can be happy that our budgeted deficit year to date is $47,334.76 but we are only at
$12,998.00.
If you have a question e-mails me bobbinlace42@gmail.com.
Faithfully submitted,
Deb Smith, Treasurer

DIOCESAN NEWS…

Bishop’s Advent Bible Study
Looking to make time for prayer and reflection this Advent? Join Bishop DeDe Duncan-Probe of the Episcopal
Diocese of CNY for a live online bible study. On Thursdays, Dec. 6, 13 & 20 at noon, the bishop and a guest will
reflect on the upcoming Sunday's reading from Luke's Gospel, and respond to your questions and comments. Learn
how to join in at cnyepiscopal.org/advent-study.

COMMUNITY NEWS…
Johnson Park Annual Tree Lighting
When: Sunday, December 2nd, 2018
Where: Johnson Park, Village of Liverpool
Schedule of Events:
2-4pm, Arts & crafts at the Liverpool Public Library
4-7pm: Horse & carriage rides leaving from the Key Bank parking lot
5:30pm: Enjoy refreshments and music performed by Harmonic Collective as
we count down to light the tree
6:00pm: Santa arrives by firetruck to Johnson Park
Harmony of Harps Christmas Concert
When: Monday, December 17th at 7:15pm
Where: Liverpool First United Methodist Church, 604 Oswego St.
Details: All are welcome. Light refreshments served. Come experience our sanctuary filled with
the beautiful sounds of holiday music.

DECEMBER 2018 CHURCH CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
First Sunday in Advent
8:00am-+HE
9:00am – Food $en$e order
9:00am – Ornament making
9:15am – Sunday School
10:10am- Nursery
10:15am – +HE
11:30am - Ornament making
9
Second Sunday in Advent
8:00am-+HE
9:15am – Sunday School
10:10am- Nursery
10:15am – +HE
16

3

4

5

6
12:00 Noon- ˆWS

11:00-2:00pm
Advocates

5:00-9:00pm
Butler Sheehan
Irish Dance (PH)

7
5:00-9:00pm
Butler Sheehan
Irish Dance (PH)

7:00pm - Cursillo
7:00pm – Service of
Remembrance

6-8pm
12 Step Program
10

11
11:00-2:00pm
Advocates

6:30pm – Ladies
Night
17

Third Sunday in Advent

12
12:00 Noon- +HE

5:00-9:00pm
Butler Sheehan
Irish Dance (PH)

18

1:00pm
Packing for BIB
at St. Paul’s

19

13

8

14

5:00-9:00pm
Butler Sheehan
Irish Dance (PH)
6-8pm
12 Step Program
20

15

6:00pm
Butler Sheehan
Dance Christmas
Party (PH)

21

22

28

29

11:00-2:00pm
Advocates

8:00am-+HE
9:00am – Cookie Sale
9:00am – Vestry meeting
9:15am – Sunday School
10:10am- Nursery
10:15am – +HE
11:15am – Cookie Sale
11:30am – Pageant rehearsal

5:00-9:00pm
Butler Sheehan
Irish Dance

12:00 Noon- +HE
2:00pm – Food
$en$e pick-up

6-8pm
12 Step Program

Shopping Cart Sunday
Grapevine Articles Due
23

24
Fourth Sunday in Advent

25

Office closed
Christmas Eve
Services
12 noon – P & HE
6:00pm – P & HE
9:00pm - HE

8:00am-+HE
9:15am – Sunday School
10:10am- Nursery
10:15am – +HE
11:30am – Pageant rehearsal
1:00pm – Greening of church
30
31
First Sunday after Christmas
8:00am-+HE
9:15am – NO Sunday School
10:10am- Nursery OBNS
10:15am – +HE
4:00pm – The Open Table

26

27

Office closed

Office closed

Office closed

Christmas
Day

12:00 Noon- ˆWS

6-8pm
12 Step Program

New Years Eve
Office closed

ˆWS: Worship Service
+HE: Holy Eucharist
°HB: Holy Baptism

Find us online:
www.stmatthewsliverpool.org

Office closed

DECEMBER 2018 WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Dec.2nd

Dec. 9th

Dec. 16th

Dec. 23rd

Dec. 24th

1st Sunday in
Advent

2nd Sunday in
Advent

3rd Sunday in
Advent

4th Sunday in
Advent

Christmas
Eve

ACOLYTES
8:00 John Vigliotti

Gail Jones

John Vigliotti

Gail Jones

10:15 Lambros,
Rosie, Christina
Dale & John
ALTAR
Vigliotti
GUILD

Campbell
Bagley
Dale & John
Vigliotti

Brooke Todd

Johnny Lisi

Jackie & Mike
Gates

Jackie & Mike
Gates

COFFEE
Bill & Gail
HOSTS
8:00 Jones

Betty Palmer

Penny Dugas

Courtenay
McKeon

10:15 The Miller
Family
LECTORS
Deb Bayless
& EMs
8:00 Dale Vigliotti

Sue Hansen

Dave & Elana
Henner

Chris & Karen
Clarke & Jim
Carruthers

Mike Gates
Jackie Gates

Gail Jones
Dale Vigliotti

Deb Bayless
Cindy A.

Pam Piraino
10:15 Judy Carroll
Sallie Jameson
Michelle M.
NURSERY
10:10 Patricia Altro
Henry W.
TELLERS
Judy C.

Dawn Sam
Joe Hannah
Courtenay M.
Michelle M.
Monica N.

Brooke Todd
Lee Wakefield
Tracy Lewis
Michelle M.
Courtenay M.

Pat Haight
Norm Bagley
Joe Hannah
Michelle M.
Shawna V.

Linda C.
Mary Beth S.

Mark Miller
Matt Stace

USHERS
Phil Hayes
10:15 Jim Carruthers

Mark Miller
Chris Clarke

Jim & Mary
Beth Sullivan

Ministry
Schedule

Dec. 30th
1st Sunday
after
Christmas

12: Brooke Todd
6: Campbell B.
9: John Vigliotti
12: Lauri (change)
6: Gail (change)
9: Jackie & Mike

John Vigliotti
Caroline, Rosie,
Christina
Mary Beth S.
Edie O.
Mike & Jackie
Gates
Pam Piraino,
Sally Smith

12: Bill H,
Courtenay, Joe
6: Gail J., Norm,
Lee

Mike Gates
Dale Vigliotti

9: Tim S., Dale
V., Jackie G

Dave Holloway
Sallie Jameson
Judy Carroll
Open But Not
Staffed

Jim Carruthers
Jim Sullivan

Mark Miller
Mary Beth S.

Mark Miller
Matt Stace

Dave H.
Elana H.

12: Phil & Jim C
6: Henry family
9: Miller family

Lauri O’Brien
Rose Katura

Office Contact:
Sarah Alamond, Parish Administrator
Email: stmatthews_office@verizon.net

(315) 457-4633
www.stmatthewsliverpool.org
Office Hours: M-F 9am-12pm

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP
Term
Position
Rector
Wardens
Vestry

Name

Phone

Expires

The Rev. Paul Frolick

(585)241-9317

Bill Jones

(315)491-3959

2019

Henry Wakefield

(315)420-6055

2020

Worship

(315)458-2088

2019

Katie McCormick

Stewardship

(585)732-9005

2019

Christina Stearns

Parish Life

(315)263-3394

2020

Amy Thackston

Finance

(315)652-5990

2020

Congregational Development

(315)622-2664

2020

Phil Iavarone

Education

(315)451-5617

2021

Clinnie Poole

Outreach

(315)471-6689

2021

Phil Hayes

Property

(616)915-6107

2021

Dawn O’Polka

Deb Bayless

Treasurer

Vestry Point Person for…

Deb Smith

(315)415-9571

Clerk

Cathy Labucki

(315)218-5195

Deacon

Shelly Banner

(315)343-4146

Because we believe that God loves everyone without exceptions,
we are a church that nurtures spiritual growth for all ages.
We are a community that is:
Open and welcoming.
Gentle.
Joyful.
Generous.
Rooted in our Episcopal Tradition.

